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Today's Schedule


All Times Eastern Standard Time Unless Noted


Subject to Change








12:15pm	White House Briefing with Ari Fleischer





12:30pm	State Department Briefing with Richard Boucher






































KEY POINTS


From a Presidential Greeting, November 5, 2002





Ramadan is a time for fasting, prayer, worship, and contemplation.  Muslims observe this month by renewing their dedication to caring for those in need, doing good deeds, and strengthening family and community ties.


Islam is a peace-loving faith practiced by more than one billion people, including millions of American Muslims.


The United States is grateful for the friendship and support of many Muslim Nations that are vital partners in the global coalition to fight against terrorism.


America remains committed to freedom, justice, and opportunity for all people and we continue to work together for a future of peace, tolerance, and understanding.


















































    


 THE GLOBAL MESSENGER


 


Thur				      Wednesday, November 6, 2002





In Case You Missed It


Excerpt from Secretary Rumsfeld’s Press Briefing at the Pentagon on Monday, November 4, 2002





“Last Monday, in response to an emergency request by the World Health Organization, the US helped with an outbreak of whooping cough among children in northern Afghanistan.  An estimated 70 children had already died of the bacterial infection in a remote part of Darwaz district, and it's estimated that as many as 100 to 200 more children could have died each week if untreated.  





“To reach the isolated region normally takes three or more days on horseback.  And since the vaccine has a shelf life of only two days when it's not refrigerated, it might well not have survived the trip. 





“To stop the spread of the whooping cough, US helicopters transported a team of WHO Personnel with vaccine to treat some 2,000 people.  US military forces performed an important mission to save lives, and they deserve and have our appreciation.”
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Bush Administration Activities in Observance of Ramadan





The Bush Administration will observe Ramadan in many ways.  





President Bush has sent a greeting to Muslims around the world, and will host an Iftaar Dinner at the White House on Thursday.  





Other Administration officials, including Secretary Powell, will participate in Iftaar Dinners as well.





The White House will also create a special Web page including links to other events throughout the government, including the US Postal Service’s issuance of an Eid stamp. 





In addition, the President’s Greeting on Ramadan will be sent to all diplomatic posts around the world, and Voice of America will air the message translated into eight languages.
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