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GOOD AFTERNOON, AND THANK YOU.  DR. (KENNETH) SHINE, THANK YOU FOR THAT KIND INTRODUCTION. CONGRATULATIONS, TOO, ON YOUR WORK WITH THE INSTITUTE OF MEDICINE AND YOUR ROLE IN PUTTING TOGETHER TODAY’S CONFERENCE. 

IT IS A PRIVILEGE TO BE HERE REPRESENTING SECRETARY THOMPSON.  HE ASKED ME TO SEND HIS REGARDS AND REGRETS, BUT THE PRESS OF EVENTS HAS OVERTAKEN HIS SCHEDULE TODAY.

THANK YOU TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND THE NATIONAL ACADEMIES FOR CONVENING THIS CONFERENCE, WHICH IS AN IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION TO OUR ONGOING EFFORT TO REDUCE GLOBAL DISEASES. 

THE PRESIDENT, THE SECRETARY OF STATE, AND SECRETARY THOMPSON REGARD THIS ISSUE AS A FUNDAMENTAL, LONG-TERM PRIORITY. 

THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION HAS ALREADY DEMONSTRATED ITS COMMITMENT TO ADDRESSING THIS WORLDWIDE CHALLENGE, AND WE WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO.

DR. (WILLIAM) MAKGOBA (MUHK-GO-BA), I AM PLEASED TO SEE YOU.  THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH FOR ALL THAT YOU HAVE DONE IN THE BATTLE AGAINST H-I-V AND AIDS IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

TO ALL OF YOU INVOLVED IN COMBATING INFECTIOUS DISEASES, CONGRATULATIONS.  IT IS A MAJOR GLOBAL UNDERTAKING, REQUIRING DEDICATION, RESOURCES, AND TREMENDOUS EFFORT. 

TODAY’S CONFERENCE COMES AT A CRITICAL TIME.  OUR NATION IS ENGAGED IN AN HISTORIC STRUGGLE AGAINST TERRORISM, AND EVERY DAY BRINGS THE UNEXPECTED.

THESE DEVELOPMENTS DEMAND A RESPONSE ACROSS MANY LINES – IN DIPLOMACY, NATIONAL DEFENSE, LAW ENFORCEMENT, AND OF COURSE, PUBLIC HEALTH.  THE PRIVATE SECTOR AND CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS PLAY A VITAL ROLE, AS WELL.

AS A NATION, AMERICA HAS RESPONDED WITH COURAGE, COMPASSION, AND FORTITUDE TO THE EVIL OF SEPTEMBER 11 AND THE UNCERTAINTIES THAT FOLLOWED.

I AM REMINDED OF THE WORDS OF A GREAT PRESIDENT, THEODORE ROOSEVELT, WHO ONCE SAID, “IT IS BY NO MEANS NECESSARY THAT A GREAT NATION SHOULD ALWAYS STAND AT THE HEROIC LEVEL. BUT NO NATION HAS THE ROOT OF GREATNESS IN IT UNLESS IN TIME OF NEED IT CAN RISE TO THE HEROIC MOOD."

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THE ROOTS OF OUR NATIONAL GREATNESS GROW DEEP. HEROES FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE HAVE ARISEN ACROSS AMERICA.

FROM THE PASSENGERS WHO DIED AFTER WRESTLING THEIR HIJACKED PLANE AWAY FROM TERRORISTS, TO THE FIREFIGHTERS AND POLICE AT GROUND ZERO WHO SACRIFICED THEIR LIVES…FROM THE DOCTORS AND OTHER MEDICAL PERSONNEL DEALING WITH CIRCUMSTANCES THEY NEVER BEFORE ENCOUNTERED …TO OUR MEN AND WOMEN IN UNIFORM FIGHTING THE FORCES OF TERRORISM ….WE ARE HONORED AND BLESSED BY HEROES WHO HAVE RESPONDED IN A TIME OF NEED.

(PAUSE)

THESE RECENT EXPERIENCES WITH TERRORISM – AND SPECIFICALLY BIOTERRORISM – REINFORCE OUR APPRECIATION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF FIGHTING INFECTIOUS DISEASES ON A GLOBAL BASIS … AND STRENGTHEN OUR RESOLVE TO DO SO.

A MAJOR PART OF OUR READINESS EFFORTS INVOLVES SPEEDING UP THE PRODUCTION OF SMALL POX AND FLU VACCINES – TOOLS TO BE USED AGAINST INFECTIOUS DISEASES. WHILE OUR CURRENT EFFORTS CONCENTRATE ON THE UNITED STATES, WE ARE GAINING KNOWLEDGE AND CAPABILITIES THAT CAN BE APPLIED ON A GLOBAL SCALE.

TRUE, SOME IN THE INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH COMMUNITY EXPRESS CONCERN THAT THE WAR AGAINST TERRORISM WILL PUSH GLOBAL INFECTIOUS DISEASES OFF THE PRIORITY LIST. 

THEY WORRY THAT ALL THE DOLLARS WILL FLOW TOWARD NATIONAL DEFENSE, EMERGENCY RELIEF, AND DOMESTIC PUBLIC HEALTH.

SECRETARY THOMPSON AND I CAN ASSURE YOU – WITH ALL THE SERIOUSNESS AND FORCE WE CAN – THAT THIS ADMINISTRATION WILL FULFILL ITS COMMITMENTS.  PRESIDENT BUSH IS STEADFAST IN HIS BELIEF THAT WE MUST MAINTAIN AND BROADEN OUR GLOBAL PARTNERSHIPS TO FIGHT AND DEFEAT INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

EARLIER I MENTIONED HOW TERRORISM REQUIRES RESPONSES THAT EMBRACE DIPLOMACY, NATIONAL DEFENSE, LAW ENFORCEMENT, CHARITABLE FOUNDATIONS, THE PRIVATE SECTOR, AND PUBLIC HEALTH AGENCIES.

THESE ARE THE SAME GROUPS THAT MUST JOIN TOGETHER IN THE FIGHT AGAINST GLOBAL INFECTIOUS DISEASES. LET US LEARN FROM OUR EXPERIENCES AS PARTNERS AGAINST TERRORISM, AND APPLY THOSE LESSONS ACROSS THE WORLD IN THE SERVICE OF GLOBAL HEALTH.

WE MUST ALWAYS KEEP IN MIND, THIS GLOBAL FIGHT IS ABOUT PREVENTING SUFFERING AND DEATH, AND SHOWING COMPASSION FOR OUR FELLOW HUMAN BEINGS.

WE KNOW THAT INFECTIOUS DISEASES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ONE-FOURTH OF DEATHS WORLDWIDE AND ALMOST HALF OF MORTALITY IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.

H-I-V/AIDS, TUBERCULOSIS, AND MALARIA CAUSE ABOUT 300 MILLION ILLNESSES AND FIVE-AND-A-HALF MILLION DEATHS EVERY YEAR.

THE H-I-V/AIDS EPIDEMIC IS PARTICULARLY DEVASTATING.  THE DISEASE HAS OVERWHELMED THE RESOURCES OF POORER COUNTRIES.  IT IS HEARTBREAKING TO HEAR OF THE STORIES OF THE ESTIMATED 13 MILLION CHILDREN ORPHANED BY AIDS – 90 PERCENT OF THEM IN AFRICA.

SOME OF THE FACTORS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO THE SPREAD OF AIDS ALSO LEAD TO THE WORLDWIDE RISE OF TUBERCULOSIS AND OTHER DISEASES – MOBILE POPULATIONS, INADEQUATE MEDICAL CARE, AND LACK OF HEALTH EDUCATION.  THE SAME PEOPLE OFTEN SUFFER BOTH FROM AIDS AND TB.

WHEN IT COMES TO TB, THE GLOBAL NUMBERS ARE SHOCKING.  BETWEEN 2000 AND 2020, IT’S ESTIMATED TUBERCULOSIS WILL INFECT NEARLY ONE BILLION PEOPLE.  OF THOSE, 35 MILLION WILL DIE IF WE ACCEPT THE STATUS QUO …WHICH WE WILL NOT DO.

MALARIA, TOO, REMAINS A GLOBAL KILLER, TAKING THE LIVES OF UP TO TWO-AND-A-HALF MILLION PEOPLE EVERY YEAR.

I WILL BE JOINING SECRETARY THOMPSON NEXT MONTH ON A TRIP TO SEVERAL COUNTRIES IN AFRICA.  WE PLAN TO VISIT A PROVINCIAL HOSPITAL IN MOZAMBIQUE.  H-H-S AND U-S-A-I-D RECENTLY FUNDED A STUDY THERE THAT SUGGESTS UP TO HALF OF THE PATIENTS ADMITTED FOR MALARIA-RELATED FEVERS ARE ALSO HIV-POSITIVE, AND MANY OF THEM ALSO HAVE TB.

THESE DISEASES ARE INTERTWINED TO A DEGREE WE COULD NOT IMAGINE JUST A FEW YEARS AGO.

BUT THERE IS HOPE, A HOPE THIS ADMINISTRATION EMBRACES WITH A PASSION AND COMMITMENT TO MAKING THE RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO OVERCOME THESE KILLER DISEASES.

THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION REPORTS THAT BY USING AVAILABLE PUBLIC HEALTH TOOLS BOTH WIDELY AND WISELY, WE CAN REDUCE THE RATES OF H-I-V INFECTIONS BY 80 PERCENT.  TUBERCULOSIS DEATHS CAN BE REDUCED FIVEFOLD; AND MALARIA DEATH RATES CUT IN HALF.

THAT’S WHY THE UNITED STATES IS THE WORLD’S LARGEST BILATERAL DONOR TO INITIATIVES COMBATING H-I-V/AIDS, TUBERCULOSIS, AND MALARIA.  H-H-S WORKS AS A PARTNER WITH THE U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT TO PROMOTE PRIMARY PREVENTION, HOME- AND COMMUNITY-BASED CARE AND TREATMENT AND TO DEVELOP MEDICAL SURVEILLANCE AND HEALTH-CARE INFRASTRUCTURE.

AND IN THE LONG-TERM, RESEARCH HOLDS GREAT PROMISE.  NEW TECHNIQUES IN BIOENGINEERING HAVE CONTRIBUTED IMMENSELY TO RECENT ADVANCES.

N-I-H IS WORKING WITH BIOTECH COMPANIES LIKE VAXGEN AND AVENTIS, WHO ARE ENTERING THE LATER STAGES OF CLINICAL TRIALS ON H-I-V VACCINES.  MANY OTHER COMPANIES HAVE PRODUCTS IN VARIOUS STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT.

ALL TOGETHER THIS YEAR, WE’RE PROVIDING THE NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH WITH $2.5 BILLION FOR H-I-V/AIDS RESEARCH TO FIGHT THE DISEASE AT HOME AND ABROAD.  IN ADDITION, WE WILL INVEST $650 MILLION IN THE GLOBAL EFFORT TO ADDRESS H-I-V/AIDS, TUBERCULOSIS, AND MALARIA.

LET ME HIGHLIGHT SOME OTHER ADMINISTRATION INITIATIVES: 

PRESIDENT BUSH NAMED A GOOD FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE OF MINE, DR. ANNE PETERSON, TO BE THE ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR GLOBAL HEALTH AT USAID.  ANNE WAS CONFIRMED BY THE SENATE JUST THIS WEEK, AND I UNDERSTAND SHE’LL BE JOINING YOU LATER THIS AFTERNOON.

ANNE IS A PASSIONATE PUBLIC HEALTH ADVOCATE, AND HER EXPERIENCE AS A PHYSICIAN IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA WILL BE A GREAT ASSET TO OUR HIV/AIDS INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS.

THE PRESIDENT ALSO ASKED SECRETARY OF STATE COLIN POWELL AND SECRETARY THOMPSON TO JOINTLY LEAD HIS TASK FORCE ON AIDS AND TO FOCUS ON THE GLOBAL ISSUES.  THE DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF NATIONAL AIDS POLICY, SCOTT EVERTZ, AND NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR CONDOLEEZZA RICE ALSO SERVE ON THIS TASK FORCE.

THE MOST IMPRESSIVE AND EXCITING UNDERTAKING IS THE GLOBAL FUND TO FIGHT H-I-V/AIDS, TUBERCULOSIS AND MALARIA. 

IN MAY, PRESIDENT BUSH COMMITTED $200 MILLION FROM THE UNITED STATES AS THE FOUNDING DONATION TO THIS GLOBAL FUND.  SPEAKING IN THE ROSE GARDEN, HE PROVIDED A CLEAR VISION FOR OUR WORK WITH THIS FUND:

“THE DEVASTATION ACROSS THE GLOBE LEFT BY AIDS, MALARIA, TUBERCULOSIS, THE SHEER NUMBER OF THOSE INFECTED AND DYING IS ALMOST BEYOND COMPREHENSION. …     WE HAVE THE POWER TO HELP.  THE UNITED STATES IS COMMITTED TO WORKING WITH OTHER NATIONS TO REDUCE SUFFERING AND TO SPARE LIVES.  AND WORKING TOGETHER IS THE KEY.”

THE EFFORT IS MOVING FORWARD.  IN OCTOBER, THE GLOBAL FUND’S TRANSITIONAL WORKING GROUP MET IN BRUSSELS, AND DR. CRISPUS (KRISS-PUS) KIYONGA (KEE-YAWN-GAH) WAS NAMED AS CHAIRMAN. 

HE IS A FORMER HEALTH MINISTER FOR UGANDA, A COUNTRY THAT HAS MADE REAL HEADWAY AGAINST AIDS, PROOF THAT THE DEVELOPING WORLD DOES NOT HAVE TO SURRENDER TO THIS TERRIBLE DISEASE.

TWO THINGS ARE IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER ABOUT THE GLOBAL FUND. 

NUMBER ONE:  THIS IS A NEW PROGRAM, WITH NEW RESOURCES FOR THE FIGHT AGAINST INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

AND NUMBER TWO:  THE CONCEPT OF PARTNERSHIP IS CRITICAL TO THE FUND’S SUCCESS.  THE UNITED STATES’ INITIAL $200 MILLION MUST BE COUPLED WITH COMMITMENTS FROM OTHERS, INCLUDING FOUNDATIONS, THE PRIVATE SECTOR, AND NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS, SO THAT IT CAN SERVE AS A TRUE PARTNERSHIP CAPABLE OF TACKLING A GLOBAL MEDICAL CRISIS. 

AS TODAY’S CONFERENCE DEMONSTRATES SO WELL, THIS ADMINISTRATION CLEARLY UNDERSTANDS THE CRITICAL NEED FOR COOPERATION. 

WE ARE ACTING ON THAT UNDERSTANDING … MOVING IT BEYOND DOCTORS AND DIPLOMATS … AND EXTENDING IT TO OTHER FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS AND PARTNERS IN THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTOR.

AS I MENTIONED EARLIER, SECRETARY THOMPSON WILL BE LEADING A DELEGATION OF ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS FROM H-H-S AND OTHER DEPARTMENTS TO SEVERAL COUNTRIES IN AFRICA NEXT MONTH. 

JOINING HIM WILL BE MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, AND REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE PRIVATE AND CHARITABLE SECTORS.

WE WILL MEET WITH GOVERNMENT MINISTERS AND COMMUNITY LEADERS.  WE WILL SEE FIRST-HAND HOW MEDICAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH PROFESSIONALS FROM H-H-S ARE WORKING WITH OTHER AGENCIES, SUCH AS THE U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE PEACE CORPS, AS WELL AS INTERNATIONAL AND LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS 

WHILE OUR COUNTRY – AND THE ENTIRE ADMINISTRATION – REMAINS COMMITTED TO FIGHTING AND DEFEATING INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM, WE ARE MINDFUL OF OTHER PRESSING NEEDS THAT CANNOT BE DELAYED OR IGNORED. 

THAT’S WHY WE ARE MAKING THAT TRIP TO AFRICA AS A SIGN OF THIS ADMINISTRATION’S COMMITMENT TO THE FIGHT AGAINST GLOBAL INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

THIS TRIP WILL REITERATE TO THE REST OF THE WORLD – AND OUR PARTNERS IN THIS FIGHT – THAT THE ADMINISTRATION WILL CONTINUE TO DEDICATE ITS RESOURCES AND ENERGIES TO COMBATING H-I-V/AIDS, TUBERCULOSIS AND MALARIA, AS WELL AS OTHER INFECTIOUS DISEASES THAT AFFLICT HUMANITY.  THAT INCLUDES POLIO, WHICH WE HAVE A REAL CHANCE TO ERADICATE FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH IN THE NEXT FOUR YEARS.

LAST MONDAY, PRESIDENT BUSH SPOKE TO INTERNATIONAL LEADERS ATTENDING THE AFRICAN GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY FORUM.  WHILE HE FOCUSED ON TRADE AND THE WAR AGAINST TERRORISM, HIS COMMENTS ALSO HIT HOME WHEN IT COMES TO THE TOPIC OF TODAY’S CONFERENCE.

HE SAID, AND I QUOTE, “IN AN ERA OF GLOBAL TRADE AND GLOBAL TERROR, THE FUTURES OF THE DEVELOPED WORLD AND THE DEVELOPING WORLD ARE CLOSELY LINKED.  WE BENEFIT FROM EACH OTHER'S SUCCESS.  WE'RE NOT IMMUNE FROM EACH OTHER'S TROUBLES.”

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, WE KNOW THAT THE UNITED STATES IS NOT IMMUNE FROM THE PROBLEMS THAT TROUBLE OTHER COUNTRIES AND LESS FORTUNATE PEOPLE.  THE FIGHT AGAINST INFECTIOUS DISEASES IS ONE THAT INVOLVES THE ENTIRE WORLD, AND THE SUCCESSES WE STRIVE FOR WILL BENEFIT US ALL.

ON BEHALF OF SECRETARY THOMPSON AND THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, LET ME ASSURE YOU THAT WE STAND WITH YOU IN THAT FIGHT, AND WE WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO IN THE FUTURE.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH.
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