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Good afternoon and thank you, Dr. Brundtland, Mr. Ritzen, Ms. Carole Brookins, honorable ministers of health, and other meeting participants.  It is a privilege to join you today to renew our collective commitment to the worldwide fight against tuberculosis.
Let me commend and thank the World Health Organization, The World Bank, and most importantly, the countries with the highest disease burden for your continued dedication and contributions in this fight.  Your efforts are clearly captured in the “Washington Commitment” and the stop TB initiative.  
Stopping TB is both in the national interest of our individual countries and the entire global community.  I can assure you: the United States remains fully committed to the global plan to stop TB.  
In this country, we can report good news.  TB rates have declined significantly.  Still, tuberculosis remains a major public health challenge.  Because that fight against TB is so important to the health of our citizens, we are dedicating substantial resources to research and public health activities.
The National Institutes of Health are stepping up their basic research on TB, while our Centers for Disease Control and Prevention are continuing to concentrate on operations research and public health interventions.  We are also collaborating closely with the WHO and the global community to maintain strong TB defense systems.  

All of our countries can learn and share knowledge about what works and what doesn’t when tackling TB.  The success of directly observed therapy that we gained abroad helped the United States turn around the TB epidemic in New York and elsewhere.  Since the early 1990’s, TB cases have dropped by 39 percent in the United States.
However, challenges remain, and new ones may well occur.  Secretary Thompson and Dr. Julio Frenk, Secretary of Health of Mexico, met last week at the U.S.-Mexican border near El Paso, where our countries are working together to fight tuberculosis on several fronts.
We are focusing on continuity of care and completion of treatment for TB patients who move back and forth between our countries. In addition, we are helping medical personnel better coordinate the referral of patients into our respective health systems.
Another example of our emerging collaboration is with non-governmental organizations.  Building on a five-year public/private partnership between the Cambodian health committee and Harvard Medical School, researchers from the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), led by Dr. Clifton Barry, are focusing on the development of novel diagnostics and therapeutics for TB and HIV/AIDS.  And using community health workers to administer directly observed therapy at home instead of in clinics, they are reporting compliance and cure rates that are among the highest in the world.
To make any significant in-roads, countries should take a long-term view of the fight against TB, seeing it as a global commitment that requires several key elements.

First, we have to draw on our very best medical technology and expertise.  We must ensure that laboratories have the necessary resources to diagnose cases, and that adequate drug supplies exist to treat the disease.  
We need to develop and maintain excellent surveillance systems to track TB and identify at-risk populations.  
The human component in these efforts is obviously critical. Public health workers at the community level are the ones who will identify and diagnose patients with TB. They will provide access to the necessary care, and do the follow-ups to make sure treatment regimens are followed. 
However, long-term success will remain elusive without the commitment of our highest political leaders. Political leadership is essential to maintaining this fight against TB as a public health priority. It is political will that can keep cooperation going among our countries so we maximize our resources. 
I assure you that President Bush and Secretary Thompson will strongly maintain the commitment of the United States to this issue of such central importance to the global community.  

As you know, the President was the first head of state to make a pledge to the Global Fund to Fight HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria, in the amount of $200 million.  I am pleased to report that negotiations are on track to have the fund established by the end of the year.  The next session of the transitional working group for the fund will meet in Brussels during the third week in November.
The World Health Organization and The World Bank have helped to create the necessary momentum to tackle this growing disease burden.  The United States applauds their commitment and look forward to continued collaboration with the WHO, the Band other member states.  

There can be no doubt: TB is a public health challenge that requires a global  commitment.  We must accelerate our prevention and control efforts, and get our communities involved. Above all, we must work together – as the global community, as countries, and as communities – to stop the spread of  TB and ultimately, to cure it once and for all.
Thank you all for your efforts to improve the lives of the world’s citizens.
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